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Historic Lakewood
Home Has New Owner

By Becky Huber

The Boatman-Ainsworth home is
the oldest house in Lakewood
and is named for its first two
owners, Willis Boatman and John
Ainsworth. It dates back to 1858
when Willis Boatman arrived on
the South Puget Sound
prairie and built a log cabin
on 160 acres. He and his
pregnant wife Mary Ann
made the arduous overland
trek on the Oregon Trail
in 1852, the year with the
largest migration that in-
cluded settlers looking for a
better life as well as those
who were seeking their for-
tunes in the gold fields of
California.

Captain John Ainsworth
purchased the home from
the Boatmans in 1878.
He arrived in the North-
west in the 1850’s as an experi-
enced Mississippi River steam-
boat pilot. In 1860, he started
the Oregon Steam Navigation
Company and sold the business
for five million dollars in 1881.
He was also a prominent inves-
tor in Tacoma and was identi-
fied with bringing the Northern
Pacific Railway Company to the
city in 1873. He is known to have
entertained the famed Civil
War generals William Te-
cumseh Sherman and Ulys-
ses Grant as well as other area
prominent citizens. He made
major changes to the home ex-

panding it to its present day
appearance. The original log
cabin is part of what is now the
present day kitchen and dining
area.

The forty-acre property was pur-
chased by Craig and Margaret
Gunter in 1971 from the family of
Dwight Orr, Sr. The Gunters
raised their three daughters in the
home. After Craig died in 2005,

Historic Boatman-Ainsworth home

the Lakewood Historical Society
was given the opportunity to con-
sider the home as a permanent
museum. However, we were in
no position financially to pur-
chase the home. Reluctantly, the
offer was turned down.

When Margaret died in 2010,
the daughters made the difficult
decision to sell the home which
the family had owned for over 40
years. On November 4", 2011,
Marjorie Thomas-Candau from
Medford, New Jersey, became
the sixth owner of the 2,800 sq ft

home now on the remaining one
and a quarter acre property.

Even though Mrs. Thomas-
Candau has yet to visit the area
and see the home in person,
she relied on the information
provided by local family and
friends to buy the home. Her
current home was built in 1860
and she has developed a keen
appreciation for what an older
home can offer. She
plans to move to the
~ area in the next year or
two. “It's very hard to
find an old home and
one that’s not so expen-
¢ sive you have to be a
F 4 millionaire to be able to
afford it,” Thomas-
Candau said. “That’s
something that | thought
was pretty lucky.”

The Boatman-Ainsworth
House was placed on
the State Historic Home
Registry in 1974, the
National Registry of Historic
Places in 1982 and the City of
Lakewood's Registry in 2003.
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PRAIRIE GAZETTE

Prairie Gazette is the official publication of the
Lakewood Historical Society. The newsletter is
published four times a year. Distribution is directly
to members and available at the Lakewood His-
tory Museum, 6211 Mt Tacoma Drive SW
Lakewood, WA 98499. Phone: 253-682-3480

The staff of Prairie Gazette actively encourages
input from the Society’s members as well as the
general public regarding story ideas or any other
aspects of this newsletter, and the Lakewood
Historical Society.

Content of this publication is copyright protected
by the Society and/or the authors and artists

MEETINGS

The Lakewood Historical Society formed in 1998
to preserve and share Lakewood’s rich history
through programs, displays and publications. The
Society offers frequent programs on topics of his-
torical interest. Most programs are free and open
to the public. Visit our website for information on
events and activities:

www.LakewoodHistorical.org

Newsletter Editor: Stephen Neufeld
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President’s
Message

| hope everyone had a great holi-
day season. If this month is any
indication, there are some great
things in store this year for the So-
ciety. Some of the details of the
events and activities are discussed
elsewhere in the newsletter.

1912 was the year quite a few
prominent people were born to
include: Danny Thomas, Jose
Ferrer, First Ladies Pat Nixon and
Lady Bird Johnson, Sonja Henie,
Studs Terkel, Perry Como, Sam
Snead, Henry “Scoop” Jackson,
Woodie Guthrie, Art Linkletter,
Julia Child, Gene Kelly, Pope John
Paul and Minnie Pearl. Now, if you
don’t know who these people are,
look them up!

This is a hallmark year for quite a
few events that have occurred in
the nation and the world. The
Mayor of Tokyo, Japan gave 3,000
cherry blossom trees to be planted
in Washington, D.C. Visiting the
area in April is still one of the most
popular tourist seasons for the
D.C. area. New Mexico became
the 47" state in January and Ari-
zona the 48" in February; on April
15" the RMS Titanic collided with
an iceberg and sank with 1,500
people on board; the Republic of
China was established; the first
Bay to Breakers was run in San
Francisco, CA (I “ran” the race in
1988); the first eastbound US
transcontinental flight landed in
Jacksonville, FL; Edgar Rice Bur-
roughs published “Tarzan of the
Apes”; and the Boston Red Sox
opened Fenway Park and the
Detroit Tigers opened Tiger Stadium.

In the Puget Sound region, not the
least of which, was the opening of
Century 21 Exposition, better
known as the Seattle World’s Fair,

in April, 1962. In the six months it
was open over five million people
visited. Because it is the 50™
anniversary of the site, it will be
prominently featured in the next
issue of the Prairie Gazette and
celebrated in the area. My hus-
band, John, has his own unique
memories of the Fair. He and his
five friends from Elgin, lllinois
traveled in a 1959 two door
Chevy Impala pulling a pop-up
camper. They arrived in the area
in record time because all of them
took turns driving the 2000 mile
journey. We want to hear your
personal stories and display your
souvenirs from the Fair to be fea-
tured in the museum. Contact:

Becky Huber at 253-582-8682,
or: craftyhubers@comcast.net

Most significant to Lakewood
was the opening of the
Tacoma Speedway in 1912. It
started out as a five-mile road
race that later became a two-
mile board track where the
campus of the Clover Park Tech-
nical College is currently located.
The Speedway closed in 1922
when the track wore out and
financial sponsorships stopped.
The centennial celebration of this
event will be the focus for
our major fund raising event in July
this year. Details coming soon!

Be sure to stop in the Lakewood
History Museum in the next
month if you haven’t seen the
Clover Park School District
exhibit. It will be taken down in
order to install the new exhibit.

As always, | am forever grateful
for your loyalty and support. | look
forward to your participation as
we embark on new adventures
this year.

Yours Gratefully,

Becksy Huder



New Museum Exhibit
Will Debut in Feb 2012

The new space in the Lake-
wood History Museum will dis-
play its new exhibit in February.
It will tell the story of how
Lakewood became a city, cover-
ing the efforts of very dedi-
cated volunteers that finally
completed a successful cam-
paign for incorporation in 1995.

The exhibit called “City of
Lakewood: The Long Road to
Incorporation” will explore the
process taken since 1971 when
the first failed attempt occurred,
losing by a wide margin in our
community of 17,000 at that time.

The second attempt was held
in 1991 and also failed. The third
attempt in 1994 lost by a small
margin which qualified the
community to hold the election
the following year rather than
wait three more years.

With the population now at
37,000, the final election in 1995
proved to be successful. It was
primarily due to the very organ-
ized and concerted efforts of a
transition team that was able to
provide a vision for what cityhood
could offer its citizens. Upon
incorporation, Lakewood be-
came the second largest city in
Pierce County and the seventh
largest in the State of Washing-
ton.

On Feb 28™ 1996 the City of
Lakewood celebrated its birth
with an outside ceremony at the
new City Hall that had been es-
tablished in People’s Plaza on
Gravelly Lake Drive. It included
comments from various digni-
taries, performances of various
groups and the introduction of
the first City Council with Bill
Harrison elected as Mayor and
Claudia Thomas as Deputy
Mayor.

Meg Justus, the
museum consultant [
who did the school |
district exhibit, was
hired to do the new
exhibit. Over the last
four months, she
has interviewed over
15 people and gone
through boxes and
boxes of records,
clippings and bro-
chures saved and &=
donated by a num-
ber of people. T-shirts
with the new city |
logo were provided

and a number of
new items have
been donated.

It may seem un-
usual that the 17
birthday of a city
would be marked by
any ceremony or
recognition but the
Lakewood Historical
Society is marking
the occasion with an
Open House on
Feb 25" at 1 pm to
debut the new ex-
hibit. The decision to
do it now was in
large part due to the
immediacy in obtain-
ing the oral histories

6211 Mount Tacoma Drive SW
253.682.3480

www.LakewoodHistorical.org

Wednesday thru Saturday
*Group Tours arranged
by appointment*

Museum Hours:
12 to 4 pm

from the witnesses
of the event before any more
time had passed.

The attainment of cityhood will
also be the topic covered for the
regularly scheduled Society
program on February 21° at 7
pm at St Mary’s Episcopal
Church, 10630 Gravelly Lake
Drive SW. Presenters will in-
clude Bill Harrison, Claudia
Thomas, Andie Gemon and others
who played a part in the proc-
ess. They will also highlight
the accomplishments and

successes that the city has at-
tained in the last 16 years. It is
free and open to the public.
Refreshments will be served.

Thawks 2o all of you who
possible for Lakewood!
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LAKEWOOD HISTORICAL
SOCIETY AND MUSEUM
2011 MUSEUM FUND
CONTRIBUTORS

Museum

2011 Goal: $25,000
for Operations, Education, Exhibits,
Programs and Community Outreach

Actual: $20,412 plus,
$2,545 in Memorial gifts for
$22,957 total from 203 donors

City of Lakewood Lodging Tax
helps support history museum
promotions, displays & exhibits.

SPONSORS, BUSINESS and
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

AA Party Rentals

B&B Glass

BCRA Design

Better Properties Real Estate
Robert “Bob” Babigan Insurance
Cartridge World

Comcast

Gramor Development WA
Harborstone Credit Union
Heritage Bank

Lakewood Ford

Lakewood Chamber of Commerce
Lakewold Gardens

LeMay Enterprises

Les Schwab Tire Center

Merit Construction

Murray Pacific Corporation
Northwest Commercial Bank
Paktek Inc

Patriots Landing

Puget Sound Energy
Smith-Western Company
Sound Transit

Tacoma Musical Playhouse

The Suburban Times

The Helen & John Vogt Foundation
Water Rights Inc
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PREMIER - $1,000 or more
Comcast

The Dimmer Family Foundation
LTG (Ret) William (Bill) Harrison
Helga P. Miller

The Helen and John Vogt Founda-

tion

PATRON - $500 to $999
Harborstone Credit Union
Heritage Bank

John and Rebecca Huber

Claude Remy & Claire Spain-Remy

Dave and Mary Lou Sclair

PARTNER - $200 to $499
John and Angela Connelly
Larry and Carol Else

Gary and Karen Fowler
Horace Gamas

Clyde and Jean Kalahan

Mac and Bette Kirk

Clark and Sharon Montgomery
Raye Staples

Henry Schatz

Titus Will Families Foundation
Mike and Mary Jo Tucci

Larry and Darlene Wilder
David and Barbara Young

ASSOCIATE - $100 to $199

Marion S. Ball

Edie Brewer

Ron and Christine Cronk

Rhona Diehl

Charles T. Eckstrom Il

Tal and Mary Edman

Susan B. Fields

Joe and Carolyn Ghilarducci

Sandra and Clarence Glasse

Margaret S. Glover

Ray and Janice Graves

Lawrence and Natalie Humphrey

Charles Hyde

Brad Jones

Maria Nicholas Kelly

Dennis and Diana Kirby

Clara and Ottie Ladd

Leona W. Long

Brad and Liz MacGowen

David J. McDonald

W. H. (Howie) Meadowcroft

Dick Muri

Jeanne Nickerl — Abigail’s
Estate Sales

Doug and Alice Payne

Alice Peeples

Mary Lou Peterson

Michael (Skip) and Judy Rash
Larry Saunders

Ben Sclair (Suburban Times)
Barbara G. Scott

Sue Scott

John and Joan Shalikashvili
Colleen W. Smart

Cynthia Spieth

Glen and Marlene Spieth
Idella Whitfield-Stith

Tacoma Musical Playhouse
William J. and Dorothy L. Wickline

Memorials in Honor of:
Elizabeth Poinsett

by Helen Amsbary

by Margaret J. (Peggy) Bal

by Patty Ann Forsyth

by Carl and Ingrid Fynboe

by John and Rebecca Huber

by Kris and Sylvia Kauffman

by Laurel Lemke

by Eugene K. Maun

by Lisette C. Meyer

by Helga Miller

by Mathew D. Miller and
Sharia A. Crumbaker-Miller

by Jim, Ann and Karen Pallilo

by Frances and Mayo Prentice

by Robert and Skaidrite Russ

by Patricia G. and Loralei Stolp

by Bob and Candy Tingstad

by Sharon M. Wheeler

by Dorothy Wilhelm

by Paul and Rebecca Wulfestieg

Memorials in Honor of:
LTC Darwin C. Miller USA (Ret)

by Helga P. Miller
Dave Sclair

by John and Rebecca Huber

by Gary and Karen Fowler

by Marylu and Peter Wallerich
Brad MacGowen

by John and Rebecca Huber
Bill Imholt

by John and Rebecca Huber
T. Olai Hageness

by Carl and Ingrid Fynboe
Jack Gamble

by Kris and Sylvia Kauffman



CONTRIBUTOR

Nick Adams/Carolyn Modarelli-
Adams

Robert W. Allen

Darlene Anderson

Sandra K. Anderson

Gene and Peggy Bal

Miles and Chieko Becker
Richard and Helen Bednarczyk
Stanley and Beverley Bills
Mary Bowlby

Michael and Hae Yon Brandstetter
Virginia Brinsfield

Phillip Coates

James and Linda Curley
Kristin Davis

Keiko Decker

Duane Colt Denfeld

Patricia Dice

Lila Early

Allan (Buddy) and Jeanne Emmons
Ken and Evelyn Enslow

Pearl (Billy) Finley

Anita Fries

Scott Gamas

Delma Gantt

Andrea Gernon

Sandra Godfrey

Ruth Stevick and Lynn Gracey
Venette Hagen

George and Geneva Hamill
Jeanne Hansen

Whittaker M. Hemion

John G. Hewston

Samuel G. Hewston

Frances L. Hilliard

Donald Hirte

Freya and Donald Hutt
William L. Jackson

Dorothy James

Charles A. Johnston

Diane M. Johnson

Joann Johnson

Roger and Shirlee Johnson
Johanna Jones

Jerry and Beth Julian

Michael K. Keohi

Michael W. and Cheryl A. Killen
Connie Coleman-Lacadie
Vernon O. Larson MD

Nancy Mace

James Manning

Florence March

Eugene K. Maun

Thomas McAvoy

Helen McGovern

Genevieve A. Mclintyre

Herb and Jane Mellor

John Guy and Lorette Meske
LT(Ret) David and Kathryn Meyer
Maris (Tom) Mezs

Carol and Jim Moreno

Mr & Mrs Sanford Ogawa
Gene and Margaret Pankey

H. Dale Piercy

Jan Reeder

Robin and Linda Rego

Emma Richardson

Dennis and Sachiko Roden
Robert and Skaidrite Russ
Don and Katherine Russell
Louise Schumock

Leah Smith

St Francis Cabrini — 3™ Grade Class
Clara (Candy) Stewart

Dugald and Norita Stewart
Vail D. Stewart

Patricia Stolp

James and Mona Stone

Darrel Stutesman

Jim Taylor

Claudia Thomas

Bob and Candy Tingstad
Marvin and Melissa Tommervik
Brewer and Joanne Thompson
Cindy Thompson

Judy Turcott

Thea Vestal

Ella Washburn

Joan L. Walston

Karen M. Wiley

Gene and Ellie Wilson

John and Dede Winters
Harriet R. Wolverton

Robert and Sarah Woodall

Jhank You,
Museum Fund
Dencrs and Spensens

LAKEWOOD HISTORICAL
SOCIETY 2011
FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Beginning Cash on Hand:

Checking $ 1,902.28
Money Market $ 11,973.51
Total $13,875.79
Income—
Grants $ 46,000.00
Memberships $ 7,545.00
Donations $ 13,253.00
Sponsorships $ 1,250.00
Memorials $ 2,570.00
Special Fund Raisers $ 8,430.00
Bank Interest $ 99.13
Other $ 185.00
Total Income $79,332.13
Expenses—
Operations & Administration

$ 5,912.57
Web Site $ 2,545.00
Contract Services $ 6,618.50
Insurance $ 1,780.00
Museum Lease $ 18,000.00
Museum Exhibits $ 4,949.61
Postage & Printing $ 1,784.33

Museum Annual Fund$ 4,444.12

Special Events $ 9,654.04
Marketing/Publicity $ 15,087.42
Total Expenses $ 70,775.59

Ending Cash on Hand:

Checking $ 1,402.56
Money Market $21,029.77
Total $22,432.33

Page 5




Lakewood’s Historic Boatman-Ainsworth Home Photographs

Top Left: The Boatman-Ainsworth Home is a
“Federal Style” farmhouse

Bottom Left: Entryway with staircase
Top Right: Front Parlor

Bottom Right: View of Mount Rainier and
backyard

Special Thanks to Steve Stoboda for photes!
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Puget Sound History
Hits the Air Waves

A new history segment cover-
ing local and regional history
began airing on Monday, Janu-
ary 2" at 9:30 am on KLAY Ra-
dio 1180 AM. It will broadcast
Monday through Friday at 9:30
am as well as 6:30 pm on Mon-
day, Wednesday and Thursday.

The three-minute program is
narrated by “Historical Phil", bet-
ter known as Phil Raschke from
the Lakewood Playhouse. “They
are kind of like mini history les-
sons,” Raschke said. “To re-
search, write it down and edit it
to be three minutes has been
challenging.”

£

Phil Raschke is “On Air”

The program is sponsored by
the Lakewood Historical Society
as part of their expanded mar-
keting campaign. According to
Becky Huber, President of the
Society, “It is exciting to use this
media to promote local history. It
is even more special that we are
using a business right here in
Lakewood. It is a great way to
get people interested in local
history to encourage them to vis-
it our museums and attend our
programs.”

The opening show delved into
some history about Fort Steila-
coom. Future episodes will fea-
ture people who have played a
big part in local history such as

Puyallup’s Ezra Meeker and
Steilacoom’s Laura Belle Down-
ey Bartlett; local sites such as
the Lakewood Ice Arena and the
Lakewood Theatre and local
events such as the first Inde-
pendence Day celebration in
1841. Ten different topics will be
rotated on a random basis over
the next three months.

We welcome program topic
ideas to cover in a future pro-
gram. Contact:

Becky Huber at 253-582-8682,
or: craftyhubers@comcast.net

Phil Raschke at 253-861-1366,
or: praschke@comcast.net

Pierce County
Reads 2012

The Pierce County Library sys-

tem will launch its fifth Pierce
County READS on Feb 19th.
The community one-book pro-
gram will run through Friday,
April 13, where the selected
New York Times best selling
and prize-winning author will
give a free talk and book signing
at Clover Park Technical Col-
lege in Lakewood, at 7 p.m.

The program is premised on
thousands of people in the coun-
ty—mostly adults, with some
high school students—reading
the same book, at the same
time, sharing and discussing the
book, and coming together as a
community.

For the fifth year, Key Bank
Foundation is the major corpo-
rate sponsor of Pierce County
READS. The Lakewood His-
torical Society will again be
one of 19 community partners to
reach individuals throughout the
county to gain their involvement
and engagement in this commu-
nity event. Specific activities will
be announced at a later date.

50" Anniversary
Celebration of the
Century 21 Exposition
(Seattle World’s Fair)

Did you attend the Century 21
Exposition, commonly known as
the Seattle World’s Fair on the
grounds of what is the Seattle
Center? Do you have old movie
film or photos to share? Do you
have souvenirs from that event?
We want to hear from you.

Vi~ E Py

&

The Space Needle in 1962

We would appreciate you loan-

ing us the items for a special
display at the Lakewood History
Museum. We can scan photos
and digitize film to share with
others. Contact:

Becky Huber at 253-582-8682,
or: craftyhubers@comcast.net

Remember, the

History!
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~Programs and Events~
Winter 2012
NO PROGRAM IN JANUARY.
Tues, Feb 18", 7 pm-History of the Incorporation of the City of Lakewood,

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, 10630 Gravelly Lake Dr SW, presented by former
Mayor and Councilwoman, Claudia Thomas and others involved with the process.

Sat, Feb 25", 1 pm- Debut of new exhibit, City of Lakewood: The Long Road to
Incorporation, Lakewood History Museum, 6211 Mt Tacoma Dr SW.

Tues, Mar 20", 7 pm-History of the 62" Airlift Wing at McChord Field,
presented by Dr. Robert Allen, the unit historian.

Remember, monthly meetings are held in our new location in the Parish Hall
at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, 10630 Gravelly Lake Drive SW,
next to the Lakewood Library.
wkxs*Check out our website for more information and current events*******
www.LakewoodHistorical.org




